Minutes from the ENA Forensics Legislative Subcommittee
18 November 2010

Attendees: Barb Bachmeier, Paula Reiss, Holly Renz, Sharon Langlotz, Mary Clements, Elka Waranke

1. Updates from ICJI – Elka and Mary discussed the potential changes that the executive committee of ICJI will consider concerning the Sex Crimes Compensation Fund.
a. Other tests, labs etc may be covered under SCCF that were originally covered under the violent crimes compensation. The rationale behind this is you could not comply with one statute without violating the other, i.e. Victim did not need to report for SCCF to cover where the Victim does have to prosecute and cooperate if applied for compensation through the violent crimes fund. Mary Clements will review and make the determination on what will get covered under SCCF.
b. Discussion of a cap or fee schedule for the sex crimes exams. Wide range of costs submitted to SCCF. Some institutions would submit claims anywhere from $700-$4,000. 
2. MSE – may be covered – will discuss at their meeting.

3. HIV testing, STD testing, Urine Pg testing– covered but HIV meds still not covered.

4. Follow up Exam – provider time possibly covered but ICJI will need an itemized bill

5. ICJI has always required an itemized bill but not always getting an itemized bill when submitted to ICJI.

6. Sex Crime Compensation Forms – Recent changes as of 11 Nov. This is the most current and updated.




7. State Wide SART – Mary has met with Anita to discuss getting folks together but no further news. Sharon will get with Mary to see what the status is as Holly will discuss with Anita. On subsequent conversation between Holly and Anita it appears the State Wide SART may not happen. We will wait for Mary’s input on this.

8. Holly will create a Frequently Asked Questions in regards to the Sex Crimes Compensation form. There are issues with hospitals submitting these forms, incomplete, wrong information, etc. Also Elka discussed how some institutions are submitting Sex Crimes Forms and Violent Crimes forms simultaneously when the situation does not warrant the application. Hospitals think they are playing it safe and just submit both “just to cover themselves.”

9. Anonymous Reporting –Again the question was asked of “who” picks up these kits and “where” do they go. It was made clear by the State Crime lab that they will not be storing these kits in the crime lab. Holly has her kits picked up but does not know where the anonymous non-reporting kits go. Holly will ask the Anderson police department on their disposition. 

10. Tool kit – Holly continues to work on the toolkit.  Holly will focus on FAQ included in the toolkit.

11. Next meeting: 11 January 2011 at 1000. The format will be a teleconference. Paula will send out the contact information.


Respectfully submitted,


Barb Bachmeier
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STATE OF INDIANA

Indiana Criminal Justice Institute

Victim Services Division

101 W. Washington Street Suite 1170E
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Telephone Number (317) 232-0157

Toll Free (800) 353-1484

Facsimile (317) 233-3912

Sexual Assault Compensation Information Sheet

Since 1978, the Indiana Criminal Justice Institute, Victim Services Division (Division), allows payment of
expenses resulting from the collection of evidence and forensic medical exam as well as outpatient counseling
services associated with a sexual assault. In order to have the costs of his/her treatment paid by the State, the
following must be met:

1. The patient is the victim of a sex crime in the State of Indiana. This includes rape, child molestation and
other forced sexual deviate conduct. Victims may be male or female.

2. The victim is treated by a hospital or sexual assault treatment center which provides general medical,
surgical and emergency services for a sex crime that occurred in Indiana.

3. The victim must consent in writing to allow the medical facility to release his/her medical records to the
Victim Services Division. These consents are authorized when the victim signs his/her name on the
Division’s application while at the hospital. If the patient is under 18 years of age, a parent or guardian must
give consent in writing as the responsible party and Law Enforcement and/or Department of Child Services
must be notified.

4. The hospital or sexual assault treatment center, not the victim, applies to the Division for payment of
services and the Division reimburses directly to the medical care provider on your behalf as a patient.

YOU MAY REFUSE TO ALLOW THE MEDICAL CARE PROVIDER TO APPLY TO THE FUND ON YOUR BEHALF
While this has no bearing on whether the case can be prosecuted or not, it does mean that the hospital or sexual assault treatment
center will bill you directly or your private insurance provider for all services rendered.

INITIAL EMERGENCY TREATMENT

The hospital and/or sexual assault treatment center’s costs, which the Division may pay, include out-patient emergency services
directly related to the sex crime. These costs include: a medical forensic examination, hospital medications, and limited laboratory
testing. Ambulance services, suture of wounds, and x-rays, may be covered at the discretion of the Division.

If the victim is subsequently admitted to the hospital on an in-patient basis following emergency room treatment, the patient may
apply to the Division and meet separate eligibility requirements to receive benefits for inpatient treatment.

FOLLOW-UP TREATMENT

The Division may also pay healthcare providers for one (1) follow-up pregnancy test and other sexual transmitted disease testing up
to thirty (30) days following the first emergency room treatment as well as one (1) Syphilis test up to ninety (90) days following the
initial hospital and/or sexual assault treatment center visit. Utilizing clinics operated by the Indiana Department of Health for follow-
up treatment is encouraged.

COUNSELING SERVICES

The Division may also pay limited counseling services provided to sex crime victims, up to a specified limited amount. Private
counselors and independent mental health centers are eligible if services are rendered on an outpatient, individual basis. Group
therapy is not covered. In order to be eligible for follow-up treatment or counseling services, the Division must have previously
approved payment for the original emergency hospital bill.

Please contact the Victims Services Division at the number listed above if you have any questions.
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