Minutes from the ENA Forensics Legislative Subcommittee
23 Sept 2010

Attendees: Barb Bachmeier, Paula Reiss, Holly Renz, Sharon Langlotz

1. Updates from ICJI – Sandy Warren has left. Mary Clements will take over victim’s compensation. 

2. Sex Crime Compensation Forms – Holly completed the information letter that accompanies the sex crime compensation form that is given to victims at the time of the medical-legal examination. Another staff member at ICJI also drafted a letter so the letter Holly drafted and ICJI staff member will be reviewed early next week by Mary Clements and Elka, from ICJI. It was agreed that when Mary Clements and Elka have made their changes to forward to Holly to ensure all concerns are addressed in the letter. It was discussed that ICJI shall take the lead in dissemination of the form with the assistance from INCASA.

3. State Wide SART – Mary Neddo is meeting with Anita Carpenter in regards to assembling the original State SART members consisting of ICJI, INCASA, State Crime Lab, State Police, and IPAC. It was recommended that Holly be the healthcare provider representative since she works for INCASA she would best represent the Forensic Nurses perspective when the SART reconvenes.

4. Holly attended a meeting where she met Prosecutors from Clay County. In the discussion prosecutors disclosed they have ZERO sexual assaults in Clay County. There are many questions that come to mind as to why they feel they don’t have a problem in their county. Do they have a county SART; do they work with the local hospital(s) to determine if there are patients reporting, does Clay County have trained FNE’s? Holly gave them her card and graciously extended her assistance if they ever had questions.

5. Anonymous Reporting – The statute is very confusing and numerous organizations such as the crime lab and INCASA are interpreting the statute very differently. Mike Medler from the Marion County crime lab reported there were 388 evidence kits collected from Marion County and 58 of those were non-reporting. The questions generated from discussion among the participants are:

a. What happens to those non-reported kits?
b. What is the process that LE follows to ensure the safe storage of the evidence of non-reporting victims?
c. Once the kits are given to crime lab is they ever are placed in the crime lab, what happens to the kits after a year?
d. How is the victim notified that the kit will be destroyed a year after the exam? 

There was a general consensus that there needs to be a state protocol in place and a plan to disseminate the information once protocol finalized. 

The protocol will need to address the crime lab concerns of preservation of evidence and LE response on securing the evidence from hospitals, transportation and storage of evidence.

Also in the statute on anonymous reporting it directs ICJI to send letters to victims when the evidence will be destroyed giving them the opportunity to report at that time. Currently the statute allows one year for the victim to report after the examination. The statute needs to be changed in regards in notifying the victim of her rights and how she can initiate reporting within a year.

6. Evidence Kits – it was discussed the difficulty of getting LE to pick up the evidence even when a victim does report.

7. Tool kit – Holly will begin a skeletal draft of what should be included in the toolkit. We will define the contents once the State SART reconvenes and legislative changes are proposed. Each institution will customize their tool kit on anonymous reporting and reporting procedures according to the legislative language and protocol per county SART. Holly will focus on FAQ included in the toolkit.

8. No decision has been made by ICJI in regards to reimbursement caps on SA exams.

9. National Protocol – Barb reported that Kim Day has not received the approval yet from OVW. Holly is working with Leslie Cook and Michelle Ditton to finalize Indiana’s State Protocol.

10. Paula briefly discussed the research project Brian Good from ISP was working on regarding the results from the Evidence Kits and what yielded the best results. This is in the early stages. The previous discussions with the crime lab indicated the best results were from the vaginal washings.

11. Paula will send out a meeting reminder notice to all participants. We will discuss the National IAFN conference and share any pertinent information. We will discuss how we will move forward on the ICJI information paper given to the patient at the time of their examination and how we propose to implement notification to the patient and the status of the evidence of non-reporting patients.

12. Next meeting: 4 November 2010 at 1000.


Respectfully submitted,


Barb Bachmeier
2

