ENA Forensic-Legislative Subcommittee

Minutes-10 August 2011 at 11:00am
Attendees: Barb Bachmeier (IU Health-Methodist), Mary Wilson (ICJI), Holly Renz (Madison County SATC), Paula Reiss (IU Health-Methodist), Anita Carpenter (INCASA), Sharon Langlotz (ICJI)
1. Uncollected evidence kits at SATCs. 
Anita has received no excel spread sheets from any center or ED in Indiana. Paula will send out an email to the Marion County SATC coordinators to encourage them to send to Anita to help with this issue. Barb will email Megan and ask her to send out a request to the IC-IAFN members to submit the excel spreadsheet.
2. Summer Committees regarding SA, DV or Child Abuse. 
Anita or Sharon have not heard of anymore summer sessions involving introduction of laws 

regarding Sexual Assault.
3.  State Medical-Forensic Exam Guidelines. 
The guidelines are complete and are available on INCASA’s website. Barb will send to 

the Indiana ENA to have them post on the forensic page of Indiana ENA. Barb will also post on the IC-IAFN website. 


Mary Wilson requested an updated version of the guidelines to be sent to her. Diana Moore indicated that anyone attending the Warren County training they would be provided the update. Anita will follow up with Diana to ensure they receive the current version.


Anita discussed the proposed dates for future trainings. The locations are TBD.


September 29th 2011 – Jefferson County


October 27th 2011 – Western Central Indiana


January 26th 2011 – Eastern Indiana


April 19th 2011 – Northern Indiana

4. National Protocol. 
Barb received an email from Kim Day, IAFN, SAFETA director today. There is no  

projected date on the release of the national protocol. Kim did clarify why OVW was using protocol instead of guidelines. She believes it is really semantics but the protocol clearly states in the new revision that they are to be used as guidelines and not to replace the judgment of the health care provider’s medical decision-making when performing the medical-forensic examination.
5. State-Wide SART committee.

Sharon reported that Mary Murdock will be back next week (week of August 15th) and intends to send out letters to the individuals who were part of the initial State-wide SART in January 2008. There are selected individuals from ICJI, SANE Nurse, INCASA, IPAC, Crime lab (Marion county and State Police labs), Chief of Police Association, Sheriff’s Association, and state police. A suggestion was to include a member from Department of Child Services (DCS). Sharon will share this suggestion with Mary Murdock.
6. Sex Crimes Compensation Forms 
ICJI requests to hold off on the revision of the form until the State-wide SART reconvenes as this will be one of the agenda items.
7. State SANE Coordinator. 
Anita received STOP funding for a state SANE coordinator from ICJI. Anita will meet 

with Holly to discuss particulars.
8. Anonymous Reporting.
Barb initiated a discussion regarding on how we approach the evidence backlog in 

institutions and how anonymous reporter’s evidence is not being picked up by law enforcement agencies. Barb shared a prosecutor’s perspective regarding the anonymous reporting statute.


It would be beneficial if SATCs would discuss the risks of anonymous reporting from a potential prosecution perspective by waiting too long. A potential project of IC-IAFN could be to develop a list of risks and benefits of anonymous reporting to discuss with patient at the time they present for a medical-forensic exam. The goal of this endeavor would to ensure the patient is fully informed regarding what happens to the evidence until she reports and the potential the prosecution may not file if the patient waits too long to report.  Barb will speak with Kristina Korobov to gain her insight on what would be appropriate risks and benefits for anonymous reporting.
9. Reimbursement for Medical Screening Exam (MSE) and Medical-Forensic Exam.
Barb had emailed Elka in regards to a situation she encountered regarding the 

feasibility of reimbursement for both a MSE and medical-forensic exam if each were performed by two different facilities. Patient reports to hospital A for a medical-forensic exam, the hospital does not have trained SANEs, nor do the ED physicians or nurses perform the exam. Hospital A performs a MSE and then sends the patient to hospital B that does perform medical-forensic exams. Both hospital A and B submit a sex crimes compensation form for reimbursement of their respective services. The question posed, “Is it possible for both facilities to get the reimbursement for their respective services rendered?” The answer is no at this time until ICJI is able to consult with their legal department. Their policy in the past is that they would not pay for services rendered before the medical-forensic exam.
10. Next meeting: 27 September 2011 at 1100 via teleconference. Since Paula is leaving,  

she will ensure someone from IU Health can set up the teleconference. An invite reminder will be sent out to participants.
11. Please send comments, corrections, additions or deletions to 

barbra.bachmeier@gmail.com.
Respectfully submitted,

Barb Bachmeier 
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