ENA Forensic-Legislative Subcommittee

Minutes-7 July 2011 at 11:00am
Attendees: Barb Bachmeier, Holly Renz, Paula Reiss, Anita Carpenter

1. Uncollected evidence kits at SATCs. 
Paula created an excel spread sheet to track SA evidence that law enforcement has not 

collected and placed in secure storage. The tracking sheet was created for SATCs that have problems with SA evidence stockpiling in their refrigerators. To this date there have been no submissions to Anita. The question was posed regarding the spreadsheet and what is the plan when they are received. SATCs are hesitating to submit the spreadsheet if nothing is to be done. Anita discussed several COAs she will do with the information. One is additional training or phone calls to the respective law enforcement agency to determine why they can’t pick up the evidence from SATCs. Secondly, this information could be useful for the state-wide SART once reconvened where they can assist SATCs in addressing this issue with agencies.
2. Summer Committees regarding SA, DV or Child Abuse. 
Kerry Blomquist addressed the IU Health Domestic Violence Coalition on 7 July 2011 

regarding domestic violence issues and how this affects health care and providers. She stated there is a summer committee looking at merging Strangulation into Domestic Battery. It was suggested that Dean Hawley, M.D., who is a forensic pathologist, that is nationally known and published author regarding strangulation be contacted as a consultant for the committee.  He lectures to the SANE participants and gives great lectures on strangulation. Barb will email Kerry and offer the recommendation.


Anita discussed the summer committee that is studying the Child Trafficking-Solicitation issue. There is thought of enhancing the penalty if the perpetrator is over age 21 and also if there is a position of authority over the victim to include adults as well as children.

3.  State Medical-Forensic Exam Guidelines. 
Anita has proofread the guidelines and will proofread again to ensure proper 

punctuation, consistency, correct spelling and format. The projected timeline of completion is a week. Future trainings are not published as we are awaiting final completion of guidelines. Barb is working with IN chapter of ENA and IN Chapter of IAFN to locate all possible EDs and free-standing institutions that provide care to sexual assault patients. Barb will then forward information to Diana Moore for publication as an appendix to the guidelines. 


The June 24, 2011 training conducted in Warren County was well received. The only comment was regarding the timeline for evidence collection. The authors of the guidelines have agreed upon verbiage that will help clinicians decide when and if appropriate to collect evidence.

---

Post-assault hygiene should not be used to determine if an evidence collection kit should be completed. Patients presenting for care and treatment should be medically examined regardless of the duration of time that has passed since the assault.  Evidence based practice supports collecting forensic evidence from 96-120 hours post assault for adult and adolescent patients and 72 hours for pediatric patients.  Health care providers should use professional judgment when determining the extent of forensic evidence to be collected based on extenuating circumstances of the assault as well as the length of time post assault.  Regardless of the length of time the patient presents to the hospital or health care facility, under Indiana law, payment for evidence collection and additional forensic services will be processed when accompanied by the completed Sex Crimes Benefit Claim Form.  This also applies to patients who wish to anonymously report the sexual assault.
----


The training was attended by nurses, law enforcement, and victim advocates. 
4. National Protocol. 
There is still no word on the timeline for the distribution of the completed national protocol 

for the medical-forensic examination of the sexual assault patient. There was a question of why the National Protocol was called a protocol and not guidelines as Indiana has chosen to use the word guidelines and not protocol. Several of the authors of the guidelines felt it was better to use the word ‘guideline’ as opposed to protocol due to the possible legal implications of the word ‘protocol.’ The use of the word ‘protocol’ may imply a limited discretionary judgment of the clinicians when performing the medical-forensic examination based on the protocol driven content. Barb will contact Kim Day at IAFN and discuss this with her to determine why the use of ‘protocol’ and not ‘guidelines’ was chosen and the rational.  
5. Child Medical Forensic Protocol. 

It was decided that the adolescent and adult guidelines would need to be finished, 

finalized, and published before a committee reconvened on the revision of the child medical-forensic guidelines. INCASA would offer to continue to be the coordinating body for this project. 

6. State-Wide SART committee.

Anita offered no new information on the committee reconvening. CJI is 

heavily involved with grants and is unable to re-convene the committee at this time. They request to be the lead agent in coordinating the efforts of this committee. Anita and Paula will reach out to CJI and IPAC to see where everyone is at with moving forward and discussing issues that are affecting the SATCs in Indiana. 


 Anita discussed the meet and greet meeting her and Laura Berry had with Mark Massa, new ICJI director. Paula recommended that IN chapters of IAFN and ENA may do the same.

7. Jane Doe Letter.
Barb and Holly have worked on a Jane Doe Letter as a template for 

SATCs to use when a patient presents for SA but does not want to report. This is a letter that will be reviewed and signed by the patient at the time they present for the SA examination. This letter outlines their rights and the process for anonymous reporting. Once the letter template is complete Barb will send to the INCASA, IN ENA, and IC-IAFN websites.

Paula has completed her version and will present to legal for their blessing before we incorporate into our program.

8. Sex Crimes Compensation Forms 
Anita has discussed the forms with Mary Murdock from ICJI. Mary wants to set up a time 

with Anita to discuss the form revision. Mary will solicit users input on the revision and its conformity to the current statute.
9. State SANE Coordinator. 
Anita is waiting on the approval of the STOP grant to ensure funding for the position. 

Paula recommended that Indiana Chapters of ENA and IAFN would write letters supporting the position for INCASA.

10. Next meeting: 10 August 2011 at 1100 via teleconference. Paula will send out the 

meeting reminder and pass code.
Respectfully submitted,

Barb Bachmeier 
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