ENA Forensic-Legislative Subcommittee

Minutes-12 December 2011 at 2:30pm
Attendees: Barb Bachmeier (IU Health-Methodist), Holly Renz (Madison County SATC), Anita Carpenter (INCASA), Michelle Ditton (FTW SATC), Sharon Robison (FTW SATC), Sharon Langlotz (ICJI), Sarah Smith-Hines (Wishard SATC)
1. Uncollected evidence kits at SATCs. 
Anita has received no excel spread sheets from any centers or ED in Indiana. Barb will again contact coordinators in the city and address it at the ENA state council meeting on December 15, 2011.
It was discussed that Community will implement a plan to alleviate their uncollected evidence in their secured storage area. They have developed a memo addressed to the LE agency where the assault occurred. The letter requests the responsible LE agency either collects the SA evidence or signs a letter stating they will not pick up the evidence and allows destruction of the evidence by Community Hospital.  The letter is only sent to LE agencies where the evidence has been secured at their facility for a year or more. The Community Health Network Legal Department has approved this policy for Community’s SATC. Wishard Hospital is contemplating doing the same procedure.
A discussion evolved regarding this procedure and it was strongly encouraged by Anita to submit the excel spread sheet to her. Anita will contact these agencies to encourage them to pick up the evidence. This would be the preferred procedure before institutions make the decision to destroy the evidence

2. Proposed legislation regarding SA, DV or Child Abuse. 

Anita discussed several State Senators who would like to introduce legislation concerning child abuse and bullying. Senator Rodgers is working to introduce mandatory child abuse education in schools. Senator Weiss would like to introduce legislation regarding bullying in schools.

Sharon Langlotz addressed the House Democrats Plan for Hoosiers. Page 17-18 of the document addresses doing more to Protect Hoosier Children and Families. The topics covered are child abuse issues, women’s health and victim services. The plan mentions allowing victims to apply for assistance any time before the legal statute of limitations has expired.
3. National Protocol for Medical-Forensic Exams of SA victims. 
Kim Day from IAFN SAFETA is still hoping it will be approved by OVC after the first of the year. 
4. State-Wide SART committee.

Sharon Langlotz reported that there is no movement from the CJI executive committee regarding reconvening the State-Wide SART.  Other projects are a priority but it is still on CJI radar. Numerous concerns were discussed affecting SANE programs such as uncollected evidence, adherence to the anonymous reporting statute, and reimbursement issues. These issues need to be addressed and the State Wide SART would probably be the best impetus to help resolve these issues. It was suggested a letter be written to Mark Massa, ICJI Executive Director, outlining the concerns to hopefully initiate a process to address the issues. ICIAFN, ENA Forensic Subcommittee, and INCASA will collaborate to draft the letter.
5. State SANE Coordinator. 
Holly assisted in the SANE training in Hobart, IN. The class had 28 participants. Reid Hospital in Richmond, IN wants to set up a SANE program. Presently the physician does the exam and the nurse collects the evidence. There are no trained SANEs at Reid.

Holly has 220 SANEs on her distribution list.


Holly commented on the IAFN conference in Montreal, Canada. It was a great conference and a lot of good information.

6. Indiana Medical-Forensic Guidelines for Children. INCASA is the facilitator for this endeavor. Michelle Ditton and Leslie Cook from the FT SATC have offered to help but at this time there is no further movement on this issue. It was discussed if there is a chance to apply for a VOCA grant to help pay for the individuals working on the guidelines as it takes a lot of time to update the guidelines. INCASA proposed having an office Intern help with the editing, proofreading, etc of the document.

The audience for the guidelines was discussed. The focus group would be the individuals in institutions that could not transfer a pediatric child suspected of SA needing an exam. In the guidelines it would be recommended to consult a forensic DR. /FNE before the examination to ensure the provider would know what to ask and not to ask and what to look for and proper collection techniques.

7. Counseling paid for by Sex Crimes Compensation. Previous emails from Mary Wilson
Sharon Langlotz stated that ICJI would reimburse for counseling services up to $3,000. There are criteria that would need to be met in order to reimburse the provider. The provider would need to submit an itemized bill with proper coding and the counseling would need to be performed by a licensed counselor. If the patient desires to have the counseling bill sent to their insurance first that is also an option. ICJI could then pay a remaining amount up to $3,000 after insurance pays.  
We asked that ICJI provide something in writing where we could give to healthcare providers performing the medical-forensic exam so we would know what to tell the patient at the time of exam.
8. Training Ideas. Holly, Barb and Sarah are requesting topics of interest for the forensic nursing conference scheduled for 6-7 November 2012. This conference will be sponsored by ICIAFN. 
9. Next meeting: 24 January 2012 at 1330 via teleconference.  Barb will send the 

meeting notice with call in information to participants.
10. Please send comments, corrections, additions or deletions to 

barbra.bachmeier@gmail.com.

Respectfully submitted,

Barb Bachmeier 
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