ENA Forensic –Legislative Subcommittee

Minutes from Teleconference

8 February 2011

11:00am

Attendees: Leslie Cook, Paula Reiss, Holly Renz, Becky Navarro, Sharon Langlotz and Barb Bachmeier – Anita Carpenter joined at 11:45am
1. Update from ICJI – Reimbursement on SA exams. No decisions have been 
made on what the reimbursement will be to SATCs. It is being discussed what the flat rate will be. Sharon will meet with Mary Murdock who is looking at what insurance companies and Medicaid reimburse to look at a reasonable compensation rate and what will all be included in that flat rate. Sharon will also converse with chief legal counsel to determine where ICJI is at with the reimbursement decision. We have a commitment from ICJI that FNE representatives will be at the table to give their input when the executive committee meets. Becky Navarro and Holly Renz will be the FNE representatives.
2. Untested Kits/Evidence Storage in the SATCs – This is still an issue for the 
Marion County SATCs. We are looking for resolutions until the State-wide SART can reconvene. It was discussed at last meeting that Mary Neddo would give guidance to Barb on what she was looking for to understand the storage of evidence issue in SATCs. Anita suggested if she has an idea what jurisdiction is not picking up the evidence and for what reason she would contact that agency to help us resolve the issue. Paula submitted a draft excel spreadsheet template and if Anita is satisfied with the contents Paula will send to SATCs for compilation of the information Anita requires. It was also discussed how SATC could inform the patient at the time of assault how the evidence will be handled if they choose not to report at that time. Barb and Holly developed a MOU but that will be kept on hold until we can provide Anita information of the problem each SATC are experiencing from the evidence not secured at each jurisdiction center.


Paula did converse with Ed Littlejohn on how evidence needs to be stored. The policy is the evidence with blood and vaginal wash needs to be refrigerated. Paula will obtain the policy and send out to the IN IAFN to educate the rest of SANEs. 

Paula will work with State Crime Lab to have a label placed on the Evidence Box that the evidence needs to be refrigerated. This is to ensure that law enforcement agencies pick up the evidence and place it in a refrigerator. Once this is accomplished the State-wide SART can help SATC implement the change. 
3. Legislative Changes – Barb reviewed the Senate and House Bills that dealt with 

interpersonal violence issues. The complete list of bills can be found at this website:  

http://www.in.gov/apps/lsa/session/billwatch/billinfo?year=2011&session=1&request=all

Barb will compile the list pertinent to interpersonal violence and have Paula present at the ENA Forensic Subcommittee on 24 February 2011.
4. Anonymous Evidence Kits in Madison – Holly reported that local law 
enforcement agencies in Madison County store the evidence in their refrigerators at their evidence storage facilities.
5. Evidence Processing – Paula reported there is no change required for FNE to 

change the way to collect evidence.

6. Toolkits – No further information to report per Holly.
7. National Protocol – Barb emailed Kim Day regarding the publication 

of the new national protocol for the medical-forensic examination of sexual assault patients. Barb will update at the next meeting.
8. State Protocol – Holly is working with Michelle Ditton and Leslie Cook from Ft. 
Wayne regarding the protocol updates. Holly has completed as much as she can and awaiting any recommendations from Michelle and Leslie. The revision will be reviewed by Anita Carpenter.

9. Workplace Violence – ENA has asked Paula to present on Workplace Violence 

in the ED.

10. State-Wide SART – We discussed the necessity of reassemble of the Committee 
to discuss the issue of evidence storage for anonymous reporters of SA. This is not a systemic problem throughout the state but counties such as Marion County it is an issue of out-of-county law enforcements not securing the evidence and storing the kits properly. Anita is in favor of reassembling the State Wide SART to help resolve these issues.

Holly will initiate a survey to SATCs in Indiana to see who and why are having problems with local Law Enforcement not picking up the evidence after the examination. Leslie has a policy in place with the local police department in Ft. Wayne on how and who is responsible for the storage of the kits. She will send to Anita who will send out via email to everyone.
11. Anonymous Reporting – It was discussed on what needs to be done to inform 
the patient on what is the process if they choose not to report at the time of the examination. Anita stated there are SART protocols in place with templates to help SATCs inform the patient of her options.
Next teleconference – 17 March 2011 at 7:30am in the Hotel Restaurant (Wyndham Hotel at 2544 Executive Drive, Indianapolis, IN). This coincides with the Annual INCASA conference. 
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