ENA Forensic –Legislative Subcommittee

Minutes from Teleconference

11 January 2011

Attendees: Leslie Cook, Paula Reiss, Mary Clemens, Mary Neddo, Sharon Langlotz and Barb Bachmeier

Update from ICJI – Sandy Warren, oversees compensation aspect of CJI, is researching on reimbursements for SATC. She is looking at all aspects, what insurance covers, and what can be covered under violent crimes compensation. She is researching what would be the appropriate reimbursement for the exams. There is no timeline yet on changes in the reimbursement. When there is a decision to be made Mary Neddo will ensure key players are at the table before decisions are made regarding reimbursements.

Compensation Fund – Barb asked for clarification what is covered. The MSE, facility charge, medications, STD testing (including HIV testing), pregnancy testing and provider time are reimbursable if itemized. The Syphilis and pregnancy testing are the only items reimbursed for follow up exams.  Currently HIV meds are not covered under the fund.  Per Mary Neddo INCASA is working to fund the medications at the time of administration of the medication. Drug testing can be covered on a case-by-case basis. Patient can apply for assistance through the Violent Crimes Compensation Fund but it is mandatory the patient report the crime, cooperate with Law Enforcement and prosecution.
Additional tests/diagnostics may not be covered under sex crimes as discussed in November’s teleconference. This still is being researched.

State Wide SART – Last meeting of a state-wide SART was in 2008. The email Anita sent Holly stated that unless there was a reason to re-convene, they probably would not meet as a group. Mary Neddo is in favor of getting together again as a State-Wide SART. Holly was not present at this teleconference but Barb shared the frustration that some SATC are experiencing regarding the Evidence Kits that are not being picked up from outside communities. Leslie stated at this point they did not have an issue with their Kits being picked up by Law Enforcement. It is a problem for the Marion County SARTs as out of county LE will not come to pick up the Kits and the rest of the evidence. Marion county crime lab will pick up Marion County cases and store them in their crime lab. State Police Crime Lab in Indianapolis informed Sharon and Paula they do not store unreported SA evidence in their crime lab.  Barb and Holly felt that if the State Wide Sart could not address this issue there would never be a resolution to this problem and SATC would continue to store evidence for an indefinite period of time. Mary Neddo would like data on how many kits are in each facility and get an idea how to address this issue. Mary will send out in an email to Barb in what data she is looking for. Barb will then attempt to obtain this data from SATC in Indiana through Holly’s contacts or through the IN IAFN.
Untested Kits – The statute currently states ICJI is the responsible agent to notify non-reporting victims that evidence collected will be destroyed in a year if they choose not to report. We all agree that is not feasible.
It was discussed if it was possible for ICJI to put something in writing delegating this to each county SART how they will handle the anonymous reporting evidence kits. One possible solution would be to give a letter to the patient at the time of exam explaining is she chooses not to report at this time her evidence will be retained by the facility for one year. When the year has come and the patient has not reported to law enforcement the facility will destroy the evidence without notifying the patient. The patient will sign the letter and a copy will be sent with her at the time of discharge. Barb will draft a MOU for the patient outlining the procedure for preservation of evidence of anonymous reporting.
Legislative Changes – Sharon will review the bills and let Barb Know of any bills introduced regarding Sexual Assault or Domestic Violence.

Anonymous Evidence Kits in Madison – Barb will follow up with Holly regarding the disposition of the Evidence Kits in Madison County.

Toolkits – Barb will follow up with Holly on the status of the Tool kit

Storage of Kits – Paula will email Ed Littlejohn to determine what the proper storage is for Kits. Is it just a cool, dry storage area or do they need to be refrigerated?
There seems to be discrepancies on the storage of the kits from what the Marion County Crime lab and the 3 State Police Labs: Lowell, Ft. Wayne and Indianapolis. 
Paula will obtain the policy and send out to the IN IAFN to educate the rest of SANEs. 

National Protocol – Barb emailed Kim Day back in November and she was waiting on the OVAW to approve it before it could be distributed for publication. Sharon will notify her contacts to see when it will be available.  Holly is working with Michelle Ditton and Leslie on the State protocol.
Next teleconference – 8 February 2011 at 10:00am. Paula will send out the information for the call in inviting Becky Navarro also.
PAGE  
2

