ENA Forensic Committee

Indiana Chapter

Minutes-24 January 2012 at 1330
Attendees: Barb Bachmeier (IU Health-Methodist), Michelle Ditton (FTW SATC), Sharon Langlotz (ICJI), Mary Wilson (ICJI), Sarah Smith-Hines (Wishard SATC), Gena DeMuth (Methodist Hospital SATC, Gary IN)
1. Uncollected evidence kits at SATCs. 
Anita has received IU Health-Methodist spread sheet. Becky Navarro was contacted and she stated she had sent the documents to Anita over a month ago via email in pdf. Becky will resend again when she is back in the office. Gena DeMuth, RN, SANE, stated that Methodist Hospital in Gary, IN is overwhelmed with uncollected kits to the point their program has a hard time storing anymore evidence. Gena plans to compile the information and send to Anita. Gena also stated they started their County SART about 2 months ago and this is an issue the team will need to address.
2. Proposed legislation regarding SA, DV or Child Abuse. 

Anita, as well as ICADV, is tracking several legislative bills. There are two bills they are following closely which are SB 389 and HB 1120. SB 389 requires a HCP to implement protocols and policies for the identification of DV and to offer intervention and treatment services and report an incident of DV to the local law enforcement agency. This will likely be heard 20 January 2012. ICADV and the Indiana Medical Community oppose this bill. The author, Senator Waltz, wants concerned agencies to suggest language for implementing a uniform protocol for medical providers.
The other bill of concern is HB 1120 that will allow unmarked cars and officers not in uniform to stop motorists. This bill is concerning for women who are alone in the car as this puts them at risk if they are pulled over by an individual claiming to be law enforcement.
Michelle Ditton and Barb will try to get some language together regarding the SB 389 bill before it is heard on Friday the 20th of January and forward it to ICADV for consideration.

3. National Protocol for Medical-Forensic Exams of SA victims. 
Barb received an email today from Kim Day, IAFN SAFETA director,  regarding the publishing of the National Protocol. There is still no word on when the date of publication. Kim Day is hosting a webinar 8 May 2012 on the Update of the National Protocol for SANEs. IAFN will be the sponsoring organization and will be posting the webinar soon for enrollment.
4. State-Wide SART committee.

Sharon Langlotz and Anita Carpenter will be meeting on Thursday to discuss reconvening the state-wide SART. It was discussed holding off on the draft letter to Mark Massa outlining our concerns among state-wide medical treatment facilities. Once Anita and Sharon meet to discuss and determine a course of action the drafting of the letter may be a moot point. 
5. State SANE Coordinator. 
Holly was unable to make the teleconference. Holly will be contacted regarding any issues or updates and Barb will include an addendum to the minutes if she has information to include.
      6. Counseling paid for by Sex Crimes Compensation. 
Anita sent an email stating she would be discussing victim compensation issues with Mary Wilson in the near future.
Mary Wilson addressed form revision of the SC compensation forms particularly the consent area on the form. They are projecting March-April time frame for the form revision. ICJI will be receiving a new database in July. Applicants will be given the option of submitting the SC compensation forms electronically.
Mary will review the forms with Anita and Holly to receive their input on the revision. Barb recommended, if possible, including verbiage on the form regarding victim rights regarding anonymous reporting. Institutions are struggling to develop forms and get them through their legal department. These forms need to address all the statutory requirement of notifying patients of their rights if they want a medical-forensic exam but do not want to report to law enforcement.  Mary will take a look at this option when they revise the forms.

Mary also stated that if the patient is requesting a medical-forensic exam but chooses not to report to law enforcement that we are to write “anonymous” on the top of the SC compensation form. This will allow ICJI to track anonymous reporting.

Elka Waranke, from ICJI, has received several SC compensation application forms from institutions where they have crossed out areas and added their own information. Elka is contacting these institutions to correct this practice as it will affect their reimbursement.

ICJI sends a letter to institutions who apply for SC compensation on behalf of the patient outlining what they will pay from the itemized bill. As funds become available ICJI will reimburse the institution for services rendered. There will be times that the allotment money for ICJI has not come through at the time of submission of the SC compensation application.
7. Update from ENA Forensic Committee and IN Chapter IAFN. 
Sarah Smith-Hines addressed the new collaboration between ICIAFN and ENA Forensic 

Committee. ICIAFN and ENA Forensics will co-facilitate their respective meetings. This new meeting format will hopefully increase membership and participation from both organizations. Sarah will be posting the dates, times, and locations on the ICIAFN website.  The next co-facilitated meeting is 16 February 2012. The ENA state council will start the meeting at 1200 at Buca di Beppos in Castleton. The ENA forensic committee and ICIAFN will hold their joint meeting from 3:30pm – 5:00pm.

Future meetings will be held at the Marriott East Hotel. The meetings are scheduled on the even months every third Thursday at 3:30pm – 5:00pm.

ICIAFN will be sponsoring two day training for forensic nursing 6-7 November 2012. Barb asked if ICJI would be willing to present on victim compensation issues. Mary Wilson has presented similar training in the past for INCASA trainings and would be willing to present for our forensic nursing conference.  Sharon Langlotz offered to present on upcoming VAW4 updates.

Sarah also stated that if nurses are not on the ICIAFN email list to send the correct email to Sarah at IAFN2012@yahoo.com to be included on her list.

8. Next meeting: 20 February 2012 at 1300 via teleconference.  Barb will send the meeting notice with call in information to participants.
9. Please send comments, corrections, additions or deletions to 

barbra.bachmeier@gmail.com.

Respectfully submitted,

Barb Bachmeier 
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