Criteria for Reimbursement of Counseling Services for SA patients

· The statute has not changed since 7/1/09.  The amount ICJI is $3k for outpatient mental health counseling for sexual assault victims.

· ICJI must have first paid for the forensic services, and counseling must be done by a licensed provider.  

· The provider would need to submit an itemized bill that lists CPT, Diagnosis codes and an itemization of charges – the same information that they would be required to submit to Medicare, Medicaid or any health insurance carrier.  

· Current statutes and VAWA regulations do not prohibit billing the victim’s insurance or specify that CJI must be the first payer.  They only stipulate that the victim will not be charged.  ICJI allows the victims to make the choice about billing their insurance company first for forensic exams with CJI being billed for any eligible charges that are not paid by the victim’s insurance (including co-pays or charges applied to the victim’s deductible).  This often allows the victim to receive additional benefits by combining the coverage offered by their insurance with the benefit maximum that CJI can pay (currently $3k).  

· Victims may also choose to have CJI billed first and ICJI would act as the first payer.   ICJI does not, nor have they ever required a provider to bill the victim’s insurance for a forensic exam if they do not want their insurance billed.  ICJI acts as the first payer if ICJI is billed first they can also act as a secondary payer if the victim has chosen to have their insurance billed first.  

· ICJI encourages providers to bill the victim’s insurance if the victim has authorized them to do so.  Not only does it increase the benefit to the victim, but also enables CJI to pay more SA claims each year with the allotted funding.  


